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arden maintenance is albout

0 rmuch mars than meow and

Slow. It's about planning t2

nave a dynamic landscape and
honouring the ariginal design intent. The
ush outdoor spaces that embrace this
nner-Melcourme home are a testament to
the vision of the original designer and the
axpertize of the skilled maintenances team

Yan Leauwen Green Horticultura

Sarvices, guided by managing director
Hendrik van Lesuwen, has been maintaining
the gardens for close to two years and have
aons such & stallar job thay easily won ths
Landscape Management and Maintenance
Residential category in the 2023 Victorian
Landscape Awards
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VISION REALISED

With nary a leaf out of place, this lush inner-Melbourne garden
more than fulfils the intent of the criginal landscape design

g

"“We received a thorough handaver from
the landscape designer Robert Boyle, which
has been followed by many consultations
between us and Robeart's team,” explains
Hendrik "Our focus is ahways on estaklishing
arnd rmamntarming a garden accorcing s the
vision of the landscape designer, which
involves considering both the assthetic and
furctional aspects

"From a functicnal perspective, certain
plants and trees needed 1o be encouraged
to fll out and thicken into privacy screens
and border plants neadad to ba trimmeaad
off wallkways and paths. Aesthetically. the
desired form and proportion of plants
relative to each other, and to the design of
the house, had Lo be consideren.”

HEMNDRIK
VAN LEEUWEN
Managing Director,
Wan Leeuwen Green
Horticultural Services

Other priorities included keeping the
plants healthy, pruning and fertilising ta
encourage maximum flowering, setting
irnigation so plants have enoughwater and
reot establishment is promated, and the
waading and rmulching of garden beds

The tearn has faced some challenges,
however, LJne was a summer heatwave
during which many plants weare damagead
and a few died. "We overcarme this by
increasing the frequency of the watering
regime, remaving and replacing dead
plants, and pruning ather plants o
they would regenerate. We alsa had an
irrigation specialist improve the coverage
a5 CEran sprayerns were Deimng blocked as
plants grew,” savs Hendnk
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The otherwas hungry possums, After
axtensive research into deterrents, the t2am
decided the most effective solution was to
gradually replace affected plants with other
species that complementad the design but
possums didn't want 1o sat

With its derse planting and horticultural
variety, which ensures therg is something
in flower at different times of the year, this
picture-perfact project exernplifies Van
Leeuwen's considered approach. Mot very
surprisingly, the awards’ judges were fulsome
ir theair praise, sayving: "This is an cutstanding
landscape, briliantly designed in the first
instance by Robert Boyle, constructad 1o
an exasting quality and now maintained
aexceptionally well by a professional tearm
of horticulturists displaving tachrical skills
of the highest order Vary high standards
of maintenance are evident —not a l2af is
aut of place, it is perfectly presented, plant
health is excallant, and thers are no weeds o
pests. Little chemical intervention is needed
with such healthy plants, with nutrition and
irrgation blended beautifully to achieve
this leval of vigaur. llustrating a high level
of understanding of the purpose of the
landscape, and additionally what the vision
for the landscape 15, there 15 excellent client
communication and it is clear great pride is
taken by the Van Lesuwenteam.”

CONTACT DETAILS

Lardscape maintenance
YAM LEEUWEM GREEM
HORTICULTURAL SERVICES
Phaore (03) 585 9208
Emall =nauines@vlghart com
Website vanleeuwangresn com
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HENDRIK
VAN LEEFUWEN
Managing Director,
Van Leauwen Green
Horticultural Services

RETURN TO GLORY

Awell-groomed landscape of grand scale and historical significance

Invergowrie s garden is expansive and In bestowing the award, the judges

when the tearm first stepped in, it was very said Herndrik and Fis tearm at Van
ne of Malbourne's inest penod architects and haritage advisors 1o plan for cvergrawn and naglectad, so the imtal Leeuwen Grean have demonstrates
nomes, Invergownie, a stunning the heritage garden’s on-going SUCCess challenge was prioritising what 1o do first professional maintenance skills
example of Gothic Revival “Thisis a garden layered with history and “Much of the regular weekly maintenance throughout this garden with their very
archtecture, was built in 1851 character” says Hendrik, "and we wanted {o has concentrated on the areas arcund the high standard of wark which s reflected

and sits within an established parkland-
style. meticuloush-maintained garden.
The residence, which claimsa high point in
Hawthorm, has long been a local landmark,
admired forits architectural grandeur. Today,
it is equally admired for the landscaped
grounds that envelop it

As with any garden of such great age, it
has constantly evolvad over Lhe vears with
each new owner and landscaper shaping its
progress and adding their own touch. For
the past seven years, Hendrik van Lesuwean,
mianaging director of Van Leeuwen Graan
Horticultural Services, has been at the
helm, overseeing the weekly maintenance
program and working clesely with his team
of expenenced consultants, landscaps
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poth respect and build on that. The owner's
orief was 1o bring the garden back toits
glory days and, in the long-term, achieve
recognition as one of Melbourra’s great
nistorical gardens. In the past, the garden
had been, on oocasion, open to the public
and the owner hoped to be able to do that
F.QEIF at somea |.'.II.1-I."I|' inthe fu1un=!

“When we took on the garden, it clearly
required expert horticultural knowledge
and attention with many areas in need of
re|uenatian Gr restratian 5'.;-:'."-.'.-'(-? are not
just maintaining it —we are progressively
mpraving the garden and have carefully
developed, inconsultation with the owner,
=] c:ng [2rm wision fDr the rTI[.‘=|IZ-""r'|IZ-':r'|1i-.||'IDr'|
of anevalving masterplan.”

iving spaces, buildings and entrances, Also
managing trees, keeping hedges trimmed,
ensunng irrngation systems are operating,
and general presentation,” says Hendnk

"So that we can achieve more than 'keap
tidy maintenance” and really restore and

mprove the garden, we have started a long-
termrmasta 'F:|i-.|"' AN rE-jIZ-"hII':]r'n ProCess Fart
of this iz tree restoration, tree survaying and
mapping cut important shrub speciesto

De retained and rejuvenated for long-term
health, shape and form,”

Ir the 2022 Victonan landscape Awards,
the Van Leeuwen Green team took top
honcurs in the Landscape Management and
Maintenance (Residential) category for their
sterding work at Invergowria

inthe impressive views and layers in
the garden. The cverall impression is
simply breathtaking.”

CONTACT DETAILS

Larrdscape mairntenance

VAN LEEUWEM GREEM
HORTICULTURAL SERVICES
Phone 03 7888 9788
Emall =nauinesm@vlghart com
Webaite vanlesuwengreen.com
Photography Fatrick Redmond
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